
PickLe PaLs 
amBassaDors mission
To promote the growth and development 
of pickleball in Kettering as a sport for all 
ages, enjoyment and social engagement by 
providing information and instruction. To 
become an ambassador, contact the City of 
Kettering Volunteer Office at 937-296-2433.
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The John and BeTTy Meyer

Pickleball 
courts of 
Kettering

5073 Bigger Road



How It Began
In 2012, Betty Burnett brought pickleball from Florida 
to Kettering, Ohio. Larry Virgilio, Donna Wiseman and 
Mary Ann Boyar assisted her in growing the sport 
locally. In the fall of 2014, Larry, Dianne Olix and Moe 
Albaugh approached the Kettering Parks, Recreation, 
and Cultural Arts Department and the Kettering 
Schools Board of Education about repurposing the 
JFK tennis courts. In 2016, six pickleball courts were 
dedicated. From drawing chalk lines on driveways 
and Ernst Park tennis courts to playing on one of the 
first dedicated, fenced-in pickleball venues, these 
“Pioneers of Pickleball” made the sport of pickleball 
possible for all ages, ethnicities, and skill levels. 

How It’s going
When the Covid pandemic hit the midwest, isolating 
so many, the outside environemnt was considered to 
be a safer place. Pickleball has now expanded as the 
fastest growing sport in America at a rate of 34% in 
the last three years (usapickleball.org). The new social 
scene has grown by leaps and bounds at Kennedy Park, 
where many connections have been made. Singles 
needing to mingle, couples challenging couples and 
families playing together are scenes commonly found 
packing these courts today. 

tHe Dream
As the courts weathered over time, this opportunity 
for expansion arose when the city was looking at 
addressing the courts. Pickle Pals continued to 
dream of growth and rallied with the community, 
including over 400 players, to make the dream a 
reality.

Thanks to the City of Kettering, Kettering Schools, a 
lead donor–The Meyer Family, The Lathrem Family, 
and passionate players, we are following through 
with a plan. This collaborative project is resulting 
in doubling the complex to 12 “state of the art” 
beautiful, new courts.

LeaD Donor
tHe meyer FamiLy
John and Betty Meyer were raised in Northern 
Kentucky and both came from families of meager 
means. They met through friends in Covington, 
Kentucky and married in 1954. They had 3 children. 
Their only son John II suffered from a brain injury at 
age 14 and never recovered, spending 24 more years 
in a wheelchair before passing from complications 
of the brain injury. Betty devoted most of her life 
to caring for him. Betty was an avid bridge player 
and attained the status of Gold Life Master. John 
was an entrepreneur, and among other businesses, 
he started a car lot on Dixie Highway in Northern 
Kentucky. In 1964, he opened a Volkswagen 
dealership in Xenia, Ohio. He soon added another 
Volkswagen dealership on Salem Ave., Buick Pontiac 
in Xenia, and Mazda, Jeep, Renault in Dayton, and 
eventually Eastgate Ford in Beavercreek.

After selling Eastgate Ford in 1998, John began a 
foundation so that he could show his appreciation 
to the community for the many benefits that he and 
his family had received. He started a scholarship at 
Xenia High School in honor of his son John II. After 
retiring John went on to help numerous friends and 
colleagues in their business ventures by financing 
and mentoring them. John was a veteran of WWII.

John was a pilot and in 2006 after clearing his 
medical test, he picked up his plane in Cincinnati 
where mechanics were working on it. As he crossed 
over the Ohio River, the plane was unable to gain 
altitude. His plane crashed into a narrow strip of land 
in Fort Thomas, Kentucky and John 
was killed in the crash. Betty Meyer 
died in 1995 of cancer. John and 
Betty were generous people, and 
their legacy lives on through 
the gifts they left behind that 
are now made in their names.


